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THE FUNDING OF SCIENCE AND DISCOVERY CENTRES
Science and discovery centres can contribute to effective science and education for young people and public engagement and should be eligible for Government support. 

This is the conclusion of a report by the Science and Technology Select Committee, Science and Discovery Centres, published today, which acknowledges that many science centres are struggling financially. Of the 18 science centres that were given large capital grants by the Millennium Commission two have already closed: the Earth Centre in Doncaster and Big Idea in Ayrshire. Another, At-Bristol, has had to close two of its three attractions and it recently made 45 staff redundant. 

The Committee believes that the remaining centres deserve continued support from the Government, local authorities, regional development agencies, the education sector, the charity sector and the business sector. 

However, it wants to see research to determine how effective these centres are at promoting interest in science and encouraging young people to embark on a career in a science subject. 

Until that is carried out the Government should not provide long-term financial support.  Instead, it should make available limited, competitively awarded, short-term funding for those science centres that are at risk of closure. 

If this independent research, which the Committee wants made a Government priority, does confirm that science centres make a positive contribution, then the Committee expects the Government to review its policy on long-term funding for science centres along similar lines to museums and galleries. However, it also recommends that science centres should continue to focus on securing funding in a range of ways including commercial activities.  

Commenting on the report, the Chairman of the Committee Phil Willis said: “During this short inquiry, we have been impressed by the range of subjects tackled by science centres, their commitment to education and public engagement and the role they play in their local communities, despite the financial difficulties facing many of them. 

“We hope that the Government will take a lead in continuing to develop further these close ties with everyone involved so the science centre sector can evolve and flourish.”
For media inquiries please call Laura Kibby on 020 7219 0718. For any other information please call Ana Ferreira, on 020 7219 2793. Previous press notices and publications are available on our website. 
Notes to editors:

· Under the terms of Standing Order No. 152 the Science and Technology Committee is empowered to examine the “expenditure, policy and administration of the Office of Science and Innovation and its associated public bodies”. The Committee was appointed on 19 July 2005. 
· This inquiry was announced on 2 May 2007 in Press notice No 35 of session 2006-07 http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/science_and_technology_committee/scitech020507.cfm
· An oral evidence session was held on Wednesday 11 July when evidence was heard from: Linda Conlon, Chair, Ecsite Uk and Director, Centre for Life, Colin Brown, Chief Executive, The Deep, Phil Winfield, Director, INTECH, Alec Coles, Director, Tyne & Wear Museums, Richard Halkett, Executive Director, Policy & Research Unit, NESTA, Clare Matterson, Director of Medicine, Society and History, Welcome Trust, Dr Peter Anderson, Museum Consultant, Jim Knight MP, Minister for Schools and 14-19 Learners, Department for Children, Schools and Families, Rt Hon Margaret Hodge MBE MP, Minister of State, Department for Culture Media and Sport, and Ian Pearson MP, Minister for Science and Innovation, Department for Innovation, Universities and Skills.
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