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Britain’s elite attendance at independent schools (Elitist 
Britain? 2014)
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Senior judges 71%

Senior armed forces 
officers

62%

Diplomats 53%

Sunday Times Rich 
List 

44%

TV, film and music 44%

Newspaper 
columnists

43%

Radio 4 influential 
women 

42%

Public body chairs 45%

Permanent 
Secretaries

55%

Commons Select 
Committee Chairs

57%

Cabinet 36%

Lords 50%



A low ability child from a high-income family 
is

35%
more likely to be a high earner than a high ability child from 
low-income family



Britain’s elite attendance at independent schools
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Cricket – England 33%

Public body CEOs 34%

MPs 33%

Pop stars 22%

FTSE 350 CEOs 22%

Chief Constables/ Police & 
Crime Commissioners

22%

University Vice-
Chancellors

20%

Rugby union – England, 
Scotland and Wales

35%

BBC executives 26%

Local government 
leaders

15%

Shadow cabinet 22%

Local government 
CEOs

8%



A person is 

20 times
more likely to become a lawyer or doctor if a parent is a 
lawyer or doctor



Family backgrounds of those in sciences

Profession Professions Intermediate Working class

Doctors 73% 21% 6%

Life Science professionals 60% 31% 9%

Academics 58% 28% 14%

Scientists 53% 32% 15%

Health professionals 43% 37% 21%

Engineers 41% 39% 21%



“The playing field may be level, but certain 
kids get to practice at nights and weekends 
before the competition starts” 
– Richard Reeves

“Some people are born on third base and go 
through life thinking they hit a triple” 
– Barry Switzer





Social Mobility Employer Index

Around 100 questions across 7 areas:

• Work with young people
• Routes into the employer
• Attraction
• Recruitment and selection
• Data collection
• Progression
• Internal/external advocacy
• In 2018, a staff survey accompanied the Index





Divider Slide Written Here in Title 
Case



www.socialmobility.org.uk
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